[Features of onset of chronic severe hepatitis in 520 cases].
To discuss features of onset of chronic severe viral hepatitis (CSH). The patterns of onset of 520 cases of CSH were analyzed by SPASS and STATA software. 1. Within less than 10 days, less than 2 weeks, 2 to 4 weeks, 4 weeks to 6 months, 10.4%, 18.1%, 17.1% and 64.8% of 520 cases deteriorated into severe hepatitis respectively. 2. There were no definite predisposing factors in more than 40% cases. There were 1 to 3 or more predisposing factors in more than 30% cases. The incidence of concurrent infection was the highest (P<0.01). 3. The pathogenic basis in more than 50% cases was cirrhosis. 4. Hepatic encephalopathy did not occur in more than 50% of the cases. Ascites occurred in more than 75% of cases. Hepatic encephalopathy first occurred in less than 5% cases and ascites in more than 10% of cases. 5. The latest time for occurrence of hepatic encephalopathy was later than the time of deteriorating into severe hepatitis. 1. Gradual deterioration into CSH was found in all the 520 cases. 2. The predisposing factors, pathogenic bases, incidence and occurring time of hepatic encephalopathy, firstly occurring complication and so on in CSH are not the same as those in acute and subacute severe hepatitis. Therefore, CSH should be independently named and the study of CSH should be strengthened.